On Christmas Eve, James and Jimmy mixed Martinis. Even David
had a weak one. To candle-light and tree-light, James distributed d?e
mounds of packages. For Gabrielle there was a small round locket
from Rufus.
She said, her eyes shining, " Rufus, it's lovely."
He fastened it about her neck. The warmth of her skin burned
into his fingers.   He said gently, " Merry Christmas, Gabrielle."
When Rufus said good-bye again, he touched the spring of her
loneliness direcdy. " A second parting makes it no easier."
" But in July," she rejoiced, " you'll be home for good." And in
a mist of tears, watched him go away.
In February, James made the last payment on his debt to Kit
" I'm out of the red," he jubilated as he filed Kit's receipt. " Now to
stay that way."
" Is business improving? " Kit asked.
" Slighdy.   How's yours? "
"Always rushing. Of course," and Kit shrugged, "you know
how a doctor's pay is."
James laughed.   " Similar to a lawyer's, I've heard."
Breaking die calm of the winter months, Elle Atwood stormed into
the Livingston manage on the first of April.
" Well," James greeted her, " the sailor's in port again,"
Elle gave him a withering look.   " Shipwrecked is more like it."
"Shipwrecked? " echoed the assembled family.                         *w
Elle glanced about the white panelled room. "You and your
snug, safe house! "
Gabrielle offered coldly, " May I get you a cup of tea? "
" A whisky and soda," retorted Elle.
" Perhaps Jimmy will get it," James suggested.
Jimmy departed reluctantly for the library.    Elle withheld her
explanations until he returned, carrying the liquor on a small tray.
She drank the whisky neat.   Then she rushed into her story.' ..
"Hamilton Rose lost my money," she began. "Three Hundred
thousand dollars! What do you think of that? "
" Goodness, Elle," said James, genuinely concerned.   " Calm down.
What do you mean?   How did Hamilton Rose lose your money? "
" Scandal? " hinted Jimmy brighdy.
" Oh, for heaven's sake! " Elle bounced angrily in her chair.
" Well, Raleigh left most of his money and investments in Hamilton's
care. He didn't trust me. The investments hit bottom, and I'm
out------"